Cable companies should be required to open access to their

facilities just as the Bells are required to do. The LECs

operate an "essential facility." In order to accomodate

competition, other ISP firms need to have the ability

to purchase access from LECs at wholesale. This wholesale

provisioning benefits consumers and stimulates competition. Chairman Powell:
Please consider enhancing competition in this

developing technological market. Require LECs to provide access

to this "essential facility."



